Introduction
The Brecon War Memorial Hospital has played an important part in the medical care of the local community for many years. It has 34 general beds and a six bed maternity unit and serves a population of about 20000, about half of whom live within a mile of the hospital, the remainder being scattered over an area of almost 650 km2. The hospital is unusual in the range of services provided by general practitioners. The eight partners who form this practice each look after a general practice list of about 1750 patients and in addition have a speciality interest: one is a general surgeon (FRCS), one an obstetrician and gynaecologist (MRCOG), one (1358/1896); and the number of different specialties represented at outpatient clinics has risen from 10 to 12.
Discussion
Brecon War Memorial Hospital is unusual in the quantity and range of work performed by general practitioners. Johnson's study in 1984 showed that general practitioners performed 98% of all operations (423 out of 433) in the operating theatre at the hospital.4 If minor operations performed in the casualty department were included 85% of all operations performed on Brecon residents (879 out of 1039 operations) were done at the hospital. All anaesthetics at the hospital are given by general practitioners. These figures are considerably higher than those obtained by Cavenagh in his 1978 survey on one in seven general practitioner hospitals in England and Wales,' in which 28% of operations at general practitioner hospitals were performed by general practitioner surgeons (2969 out of 10 518 operations) and 57% of anaesthetics were given by general practitioners (3879 out of 6806 general anaesthetics). Johnson's study at Brecon War Memorial Hospital also showed that the quality of surgery and the accuracy of diagnosis by general practitioner surgeons were good,4 that complication rates were low and patient satisfaction high, and that waiting lists were short.4 A study of coronary care at the hospital by Davies found that mortality and resuscitation rate were similar to those in the medical wards and coronary care units of the district general hospitals.6
The workload of Brecon War Memorial Hospital has increased over the 15 years since the previous study by Kyle.' The hospital now deals with a higher proportion The future of general practitioner hospitals has been uncertain for several years despite the considerable workload they have nationally.5 In recent years the Department of Health has had a more favourable attitude to general practitioner hospitals'2; there are, however, no specific plans for small hospitals in the white paper." The terms of the government's new contract for general practitioners'4 may make it difficult for doctors to continue to staff general practitioner hospitals. This study again confirms that general practitioner hospitals can make a useful contribution. Working for Patients contains no reference to general practitioner hospitals, and its proposed reorganisation of family practitioner services will hinder rather than encourage the current general practitioner commitment to such hospitals.
